Purpose and Aims of Forest School
What do we mean by the term Forest School and what is the purpose and aims? In 2002 the Forest School Conference with support from the Forestry Commission and the Forest Education Initiative formed a network. This network defined Forest School as,
‘ An inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve, develop confidence and self esteem through hands on learning experiences in a local woodland environment ‘ (Forest School-England-Network 2002)

At Grenfields Nursery we want to give our children the opportunity to develop and grow within an area of natural beauty. To be given hands on challenges and experiences which develop their fine and gross motor skills and social interactions. For them to develop an inner strength which builds resilience and confidence and increased well-being. Our Forest School sessions give our children a respect for nature and the natural world that surrounds them. We believe that giving our children these skills will lay the foundations for all other learning to take place. The skills that are developed through regular Forest School experiences will help shape our children’s future, not only in academic achievements but, in a love and respect for the world in which we live.











Tool Safety Statement
At Greenfields we aim to provide the children with exciting and challenging experiences, these may be with using tools and equipment that they are unfamiliar with. At the beginning of each session we talk to the children to introduce any new tools which are to be used and demonstrate safe practices with them . An adult is  close by to supervise the children at all times. 
Equipment
We aim to provide children with resources and equipment which help to consolidate and extend their knowledge, skills, interests and aptitudes.
We provide a sufficient quantity of equipment and resources for the number of children and equipment and resources which promote continuity and progression. 
We provide natural and recycled materials which are in good condition and safe for the children to use.
We check all resources and equipment regularly and repair and clean, or replace any unsafe, worn out, dirty or damaged equipment.
We plan the provision of activities and appropriate resources so that a balance of familiar equipment and resources and new exciting challenges is offered.
All equipment is stored away safely at the end of each session.









Risk Benefit Assessment 
Benefits of our Forest School Experience
· Sharing skills with children , the natural world, growing, experimenting with natural materials, craft activities and working together.
· Learning to use tools safely
· Promoting good communication skills, negotiating skills and teamwork.
· Children begin to learn the risks associated with working outdoors and how to mitigate these risks.
· Giving children an exciting, new and rewarding experience.
· Each child has a role to play in Forest School experiences, ensuring that all make a positive contribution.
· Sharing skills with children, such as building fires and using tools in a controlled environment.
· Forests are a part of everybody’s history and culture and by providing this experience, we are contributing to our children’s history and continuing traditions.
· Forest School is a child led programme where children can follow their own interests with support of the Forest School Leader.
· Forest School experiences help build self-belief and a sense of achievement. They help to promote high levels of well-being and mental health.
· Forest School sessions develop physical skills and ensure children take part in physical exercise in an outdoor environment.
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